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Administrative History

The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) is the world's leading humanitarian
assistance organization. Formed in 1914 in response to the onset of World War | and the
devastation it wreaked on thousands of Jewish communities across war-torn Europe, JDC has
served over the past century as the overseas arm of the American Jewish philanthropic
community, providing rescue, relief, and rehabilitation services to global Jewish communities
and individuals in need worldwide.

In the present day, JDC continues its efforts to alleviate hunger and material hardship, rebuild
and sustain Jewish cultural and social service infrastructures and communal institutions
worldwide, aid at-risk Jewish communities and individuals, and provide critical relief and long-
term non-sectarian development assistance services for victims of man-made and natural
disasters in more than 90 countries across the globe.

The JDC Archives holds, describes, preserves, and makes accessible the organization's
institutional records. These records include: approximately 3 miles of textual records; a photo
collection of approximately 100,000 photo images; over 1,300 films; and a collection of over
1,000 sound recordings, which document JDC's history and its global activities.

Scope and Content of Records

The Stockholm Collection contains the records of JDC’s Stockholm office during the years
1941-1967. The majority of the materials focus on the Stockholm office’s activities during
World War Il and in the postwar period from 1944-1949.

In wartime, JDC’s Stockholm office, strategically located in neutral Sweden, was well-placed to
coordinate the delivery of supplies to survivors and refugees in Europe, collaborate in wartime
rescue operations, and to establish contact with and coordinate searches for survivors after the
war ended.



These records also chronicle JDC’s collaborations with other organizations to assist survivors,
such as its work with the Red Cross on the White Buses. This project, headed by Count Folke
Bernadotte, a Swedish diplomat and then-president of the Swedish Red Cross, provided packages
and medical care to survivors in concentration camps, as well as bringing some concentration
camp inmates to safety in Sweden during the last months of the war. JDC also cooperated with
the local Swedish Jewish community, the Mosaiska Forsamlingen, to assist Holocaust survivors
who had arrived in Sweden from Denmark, Norway, Hungary, and concentration camps.

After the war, JDC representatives in Stockholm arranged for shipments of supplies distributed
by JDC offices to survivors in Germany, Poland and Austria. These were referred to as the Felix
Convoys, coordinated by Mrs. Kerstin Felix. JDC also provided care and maintenance for
refugees with tuberculosis and other diseases who were sent to sanatoria in Sweden to
recuperate. In addition, the Stockholm office also corresponded with Jewish communities in
South America and South Africa who sought to send money and other aid to survivors, and with
other Jewish communities requesting assistance, such as the Jewish community in

Prague.

Some files in this inventory hold confidential information, and are restricted in accordance with
the JDC Archives’ Access and Restrictions Policy.

Conditions Governing Access

The collection is open to researchers with the exception of files that are restricted due to the
nature of their contents. Restricted files can include legal files, personnel files, case files, and
personal medical diagnoses, etc. Please see our Access and Restrictions Policy for further details.

Copyright Conditions

Copyright held by The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, Inc. Other intellectual
property rights may apply. The publication of JDC records in any format requires the written
permission of the JDC Archives. Users must apply in writing for permission to reproduce or
publish manuscript materials found in this collection. Please see our Access and Restrictions
Policy for further details. For additional information, contact: archives@jdc.org
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Example:

JDC Archives, Records of the Stockholm office of the American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee, Folder 71, “Emigration from Germany to Sweden 1943,
1945, 1947-1948.”

Processing Information

This collection was processed by Ayala Levin-Kruss in 2013.
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“Let Us Never Forget” Inga Gottfarb 1996



