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. JEVISH REFUGEE COMMITT EE

B S
. RECEIVE
S OTED BY 3
i o REFER TO
To the JUH 1 94 "‘-hfa/w
Bourd of Dirsctors of ﬁ/,/r
The Jewish Refugee Co. /j>7t// £$
Manila, P. I.
ANSWERED é/ &
Gentlemens
As I =m zabout to dszpart for the United Sta tes
and to r,ulgn my post as President of the Jewich Refugee
Committes, I am pleased to rzndar hereswith 2 raport on the
— - activities of our Committes during my incumbency in office
4 for the period from Dzcember 5, 1938 to May 3, 1940,

I am endeavoring in this rsport to covar avery
phase of our work and am making such rzceommendations for
o your congldsration s my close obeszrvation and sxtsnsiva oX- .
neriencz in dirscting this ork have led me to belisve to

bhe the most suitable course to be followad,

NUMBER OF IMMIGR.NTL, PRESENT .0ID PROCPECIIVE.

S
e then I arrived in daanils in November 1938, this
Committee 2lready thought that it was heavily engaged in re-
2
fugee work. Our records, howsver, indicats that at that time
there were but 133 refugees hers, vhich lancluded = aumbzr
dho nod arrived from 1933 to 1976 snd were thus, a2lwost with-
out sxception, not in n=ed of sssistance from this Committes
It woe just ot thls time, late in 1938, that heavier emigri-
tion begon to toke nlace mnd in the intzrveling 18 months our
@& rafugee nopulation has inereassd—to = total of =bout 700.
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s-nd lists of approved nam=s: to the Office of the United States
High Commissioner which, after consultation with the Office of
the Presi ent of the Philippines, cablzs the lists to the State
Department. This offics in turn cablss the various consuls in-
volved, giving instructions to issue visas for the Philippines.
Thus, with few =2xc¢=ptions, all arrivals during ths past year or
morz, have come after their applications rzcesived the scrutiny
and recommendation of this committee.

It is too early to state how the procedure, just
described, will be affected by the passage by the Philippine
Legislaturs of the new Immigration Act with national quotas.

While we cannot z2lways be congratulated on the type
of individual who has received our recommendation for visa,
nevertheless we have successfully diverted from these islands
literally thousands of applicants whose ages, occupations, or
other factors would, if permitted to come hers, hﬁve created a
very bitter social and esconomic problem.

In mentioning our close connection with the govern-
mental offices, notice should also be given to our very close
relationship with the two great agencies for Jswish relief in
the United States, namely the Joint Distribution Committee and
the Refugee EBconomic Corporation. We are in constant touch with
both of these agencies znd h ve rec=zived recognition from them
in every possible’way, — not ths least of which has been put at

our disposzl substantial sums of money: The sums from the

-former are outright grants, while those from the 1l atter are loans

which may be revolved for the purposes of maintaining emigres

while unemployed or aiding them to astablish business or agricul-

tural enterprises.
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Without this b:cking, our work in Manila would indsed have been
héndicapped. We have every reason to bslieve that we can count
upon their continued co-operation, though we have been advised
that, because of the tremendous;y increased demand made upon

them by the increasingly oppressive conditions caused 'by mors coun-
tries becoming involved, they are unable to render the same as-
sistance as hercetofors. We can well understund both why their

incomes are curtailed and wiy the d=mands on them have increased.

DIVERSITY OF RELIGIOUS AFFILIATIONS OF REFUGEES.

Three factors rendzsr our work to a certain extent
non-sectarian. (1) I have already mentioned the fact that we are
a semi-official organization to whom the goveramsntal offices
route applications for immigration. Such applications come from
non Jews as well as from Jews, nd we are duty bound to give
conscizsntious consideration to all cases alike. Thus our "approv-
ed lists" have contained names of non-Jews. (2) The harsh laws
of the Reich were levelled against Jews on the grounds of race
and not religion, -hence many professed Catholics and Pro-
testants of Jewish origin havz been cast forth, and we count a
large number of these in our community. (3) In addition to this
should be mentioned the numerous cases of intermarriage, so
that a really considerable percentage of our immigrants is non
Jewish. I feel positive that I speak the completsz truth in stat-
ing that we h ve shown absolutsly no discrimination when offer-
ing assistance, although it must be admitted that most non-Jews

after arriving in this country, do ot look to us for aid.

P E ST ESINIRUE,
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today, iz omly » part of & phenonenon esxisting throughout the
worlde The protwetion of matio alis frox foreign comsetition haas
spread o cover nol oely sroducts and industries, bul zlso proe
fespionn.

¥hile we bhave placsed srseticalily all of gur engineers in
pasitions, these are all of z subordinstsz nature. %he higher
sositions can be filled enmiy by licensed enginecrs, and licunszes
are aveilable only for citizens of the Philizpines and the United
Statas. : ‘

. The situstilson withour doctors and dentisty las sroven
difricult beyend deseriziion and is 30 fawilisr as probably to
pake it unneaéaaary for recouting herge Howevsy it sho:ld be
pointed ouk thet about & dozen doctnrs and three dentists have
cone hers, g2ll with the hope and esxpdctation of eataipllishiag
thenpeives Lo practice. ?hky ware gt ence coofrocted by the
fheciprocity® section of the code desilmg with the praesices of
medicine and denzistry. The low specifies that,with axvesiions
to b noted lster, dooturs and dentists can prastios anly after
successfolly pasaing the regular state sxaminabions. These
sxaninations sre opes culy Lo forelign dockors coming Iros countries
ghlizk pornit Pilipinos to praetice in ghﬁ sald countries. Since
Filipines cannot presctics is Gersany, LDernsns are dabg?raﬁ from
the local oxasinadions.

I took this up with the suthoritles, notably with the
Ppesident of the Couwacnwealith hiuzsell, and ik wes ruled that our
refugee dootors mre ot sitlzens or subjects of Jerasny ané hence
not 1o be restrained by sny regelstioss sy lying £o such citlizens

oy subjests. On this basis, our dectors presueredfor the ezoinailions
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and wers permitted to toke sume. However, befors their grades
could be publizbed, a esze waz brought intc caurﬁ by an officer
of the Zenila (Philippine) Mediesl Associaticn restraiaing the
Board of Hedlical Examiners fro2 glving cut the resusits of the
exsainaetion of the refupes doctors aaé renuiring the ssid Board
to aseount ror its silepged bresch of the Lew. The case (P.011 -
et al ve. M. Cruz, “nelrmon etec.) is 8£ill in the court, where the
Ealieitaw General of the Philippine Islands defends the astion of
the Board of Hedicel Exsainers iz perxitting ths refugee doctors
to be axéainaé. Pecision i3 eéxpected 0¥ 45 sarly Zete, but until
the watter has been favorably resolved, our dochors cenpet prastics
Shoir professlon. Over & yenr 366 begs ponsuzmsd fnx Shis nabtier
and vhey, gquite neturally, thougb unjustifisily, are resentfal ang
tend to blame this compittese For lsek of sctivity in furthering
thelr onuzs. »

The esse of the dentists imploges on tiat of the doobrrs.
Haantine for various Qeﬂaﬁﬁa oply one dentist iz In ¥anils sesking
peactlee sud, 88 Do bas aurolled &8 & zyecisl szudest in on

aseradited dental eollege, he easn at lesst busy hizsell sufficlentiy

to rebain hiz srofessional skill.

he lew of Shiz country srovides for s complttse to
axanine the ﬁraigntiala af doectors of medinine wlho w.gh to pragtics
in this emumtry without taking the exsmination. Where 1T can be
shown thet such candidates are of internationsl repute, rocognized
sneotallists, or sisilarly disticguisbed, reccemendation ean be uade
for their securing the liceuss Lo mractice mlthout axsminstion,
Ooder this ssction of the law, this connltiee sus suesessinl

in gesistisg in the sscuring illosnses for Doetors Alfreq Sluner,
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Alfred Mavkusschn, Willies Hebndel and Velser ¥, Prankel, Sisilar '

pernission was zevursd lor Dr. Zeich Bustin, whe unfortunately

dled belfore aven raceiving the news of his persission. Dr. Hens

Ydydemsnn praferrad to accept sn sppolitsent in dustralis pather

than in the Philipafnes, under this saction of the law,

Te pushed the cisins of $he slewen doctors, referrsd to
in the yreceding section, with &3 much vigor as possible gad 1t is
noteworthy thet the 0fficc of the President of the Commonwesith

was fnfluenbial in comvening & cosnlites to determine their 21igie

© bllity to receive ilicunses sithout enuminations That suck sersis-

sion was not granéad w4as papretable, but the stiitude of the governe
m&nﬁ, in lending all possible support, was gratifping.
EUPLOYMEN: (Professicusl - icsdenic).

' Zngg Comsittee subaibted Lo tho University of the Philippines
and to the Ratioosl Heosssic Council the cvodeniiels of a nusber of
scholars sad professord sad 1t is & plessurs o note the appolinge
ments of Doctors Haps Kaunitz, Sugesne Btransky, fSudolf ¥riedmann,
Rotmrt ®ilhels and Willlem Niederland to the University of the
Prilinnines or t9 the Philicpine Genersl Hospliitsl, and of Fr. Hasle
milian “ilbermans to the Nationul Psycbopethic Haspizal. I am
ecanfident that the work which they sre doing will pave the way for
further aypoivktments of s similar nature.

In aﬁéiﬁim&}@a the above, three of the refuges: are
sngugad by the University of the Puilippines, Hans Stelver amd
sifred Schworsen: ad instructors of Freneh and Gerasn, and Frof.
rueador Nrivge as srofezsor of Fhysins. ‘

The Adamson fchool of Imdustry, Shealstry and Englusering
ubiiizes the services of Dr. 2sker Palekt as Research Frofessor

e e i
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of Physics; and of Felim Somer s insiructor in ferman.

BAPLOIREST: (busiuness) LOAN CONMITTEZ,

A pusber of our inmigrants nre oot of the szlsry or wage
garning Sype, heviug tesm business men In thelr houslands spd
anxious to sngage i trade here. In order %¢ assist the establishing
of saall busipess, s Loan Cozmittes was sppoinbed, st present cone
sisting of Hr. B.H. Sohechter, Cheirmnn, and Mesers. K. Hathan and
B. Qabearmann, Yeasbers. Yunds to be laénﬂé for thiz puroose have
pges Purnished by the Refuges fEponomic Copporation and ars hondled

on & atrictly business basis. Interssti beariag nstes are teken

- For sny adwvances made and the Comnitise retuins the »ight to susers

vise the businesses that have recelved capitsl assistance,

It i3 too soun $o pote any atriking gﬁcaaasea Wt sevaral
asﬁaﬁl&sﬁa&ats alrandy provide nodest livings for their owners and
1t is noved that more wiil follows ¥Ue heve, on the otherhand, to
soint out certaln failures, yreb&%ly due to encountering nes and
unusual conditions.

Vie have added to our stafl sn experlenced accountsnt to
wake weekly fnspections snd reportz oo all snterprises under our
supervisio , 80 that we can AL =il tianes be apprissd of fhelr —

surrent activitiss. 1

BTAFF 28D OFFICE.

At fivst preotiesily zll of the work of the Committen was
ssven ocare of io the offiee of sy predeceszoy, my brother Philiep
Prieder. 1 sought te do up Le 834, but with the rapidly risfong tide
af ilmmigration end ever mountiog mail from Burape, & steff of

refugee sssistants wss gradusily Saken oRe Boveral, with Syping,
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o o
in addidion o thiz ste?f, the secvnuniing dopartsent of the Be
Frieder & Soos Co. supervizses the soocounting soumiremumiz,

The policy of oup staf? is o give f2il and syzpotbhelie
boarint W all cases. <11 sopligetlons For fuxigration »ass thru
this offies for translation, condeassbie: snd srslizinery considorse
tion, g0 that they ean be pressated to the Executive Oomwibtes with
& mindmar of superiiuvsus detall.

A1l fsmigrents ars reglstersd, with details a3 20 sutow
sodests, edupstionnl, professionel and buslrwss guuliffcations, ete.
srocy offorty wre ande o szsist then In findisg enplogamnt.

gaﬁagats for loans, clothiag snd Durniture srs recelvsd end invesile

guited., Uertilisd tﬁa%ﬁl&tiaﬂﬁ»ﬁre Turnished ghoy reguived. Pledges
gnd senbtributions sye asilectsd and the repayment of lsuns ﬁﬁﬁ@%ﬁiﬁfﬁ
whars spasihla,

Bakdl Jogushk Belwarg Ls sresant Jderine the interviewing
bours fn erder %o s3aist wiith advice and Onunsels

it shonld be poizted out Thet the sffice has zevved azn s ’
gort of fraining sohesl zad (€ 1s my 2olisy otk so Interdere wiitk
the opportinities of the 5isff $o securs wirk in comwercinl Tirms.

Beveral fomer uenbess of ocuy stal? heve sdhzgioed gedbsisuilal

PRSI EE LRSS E g

positious of $his uninre. Ay guickly a8 shin ceours, we reylsos
thon Bith obther railmgess.

£l
&

PHYDRE INYIORATION POLICY FLE THIS COMEIITER {recomsendations for)e

Taking for grasted thet Lhis Connlttes »iil cuntiaus o
rocalve bhe sgwe Tirencsiel suspbrd shiok (f has hsd le She sest

and a%éa'tgat the gsase guasievificial rslaninéshig winh the govarfe

kA S R TSR




mental satities of this sountry =1ii) pevpist, it behooves us %o
gougider the stiliunde vhlieh se shell assuye towsrd gosbiunned and
furtbor issigration. This is imdesd & metter of vital importonce,
net to e decidsd without fwllest eemziderstion fron sil possible
ABElog.

Conaideration ot e glvean, first aof all, %o the ability
of thiz country to abeorb Burasesn imsigeantie, wvilth reforcice Loth
gEc tbé.@aﬁagwia conditions of Lbe country snd the adsptibility of
tha:ﬁawwogerﬁ. In sddition Lo thisg, wo sust slwsys ¥ in mind
the pegesaity of sebing is & menuer the® will sravent the erysteliste
tion or speztion of & Yainority problen®, - sosetiing sedulowsly to
e avaidod.

Te mast continue slong the lines fellowed during ths sl
few gouthe, that iz, one of sxtreme cuutivy in recongsnding soplicte
tions fur visne Hefore we fenl soved o glee our rﬁ#aam@néatian,
thres fsators shoewld be rregont:

First: There shonld de & very subktsntisl affidevit for
the support of the suglisant, shara&y-w¢ bwve suple gusrsntac Shet
ke will not beocose & sutdle obarge;

Seonnds There shoeold be 2 oash deposiy in the Cowelites
reust Fand of & sus suflicient to cover a minlmes of one year's
supports

Third: ¥ should fesl zure what the spplilesnt bes the
guslifiestisns %o establish bixself loeelly and to becane splfe
supporting sithkin 4 ressoouble $15.

In oasss of apslicationg for fowsorsry rvesidencs, vhilae

aweibing poraission Lo sroceed to sone other aountrs, we should

s e e

25 e i)
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Lawy anslagoes assuravess b It the cabe, notablye
First: & cagh degosit smple o gowver Lo yebr?s suooorgs
Second: & further cash depdalt or sufficiont pusrsntoee of
paascge wongy 0 procesd I the country of uwltisnis dastinatione
Third: dpequste affidevite of sezoort to 8wy lement the
czalh depssits.
Bawever, I mecosuend Coat Lhe shove cauditlone be weived

ip camez of sopllicalits, apolying direotly fros Beroie, wha, in the

aainion of our Exeoutive Comnities, sussese bhe traluing and experisnce

and are =ithin the desirable age limits, wshish sill erslt thenm
rapidlly to find opoortunity for galnful esrloysent.
in 8ll cases where this Cosmister gives 138 recommenisiion
ané btheveby obligates itself Lo look sfter St inferaste of immi-
grants on syrival, there s hould be recuived g poysent Lo fover oskle
ad pdminietratlive esxugusss, a8 hay been astablisked By uwz. Thiz
condition nead not ueeesperily spaly to the direct Huropssn 8p501ie
cunts, vefgryed L0 i the foregelug puragraph.
in connestion with alfidavits of ssurart sigasd by sersounsg
sob In the Puilipsines, ¥ regredt tu veport thed wo leve hod sevsral
cases whers affisnbs have resslubely reffuged o arie gond their suors
sronises. o sveid the pegevition of sush Iloslaunces, 1 resosnend
thet in the future forelgn affidavitz of suppord anould be mea@w&ahla
sniy shen sent through s Jewish refuges or relief a#g&giaatﬁﬁﬁg
loeated in or nesr the zlaes of residence of the affiant, with a
fprnal stabemsut by such organizatic oo gerning the alility sund

siliingness of the sffiant to mele good on bda prouise, snd wnder-

vaking Lo seo that ke will £:51£111 the ukligation which be zsyunede
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Exinteicing ihe abovs noted peller of ceuiion An referenpe
B wisn retomusmiztions, ss &hﬁ&l.ﬁﬁnﬁﬁﬁﬂtlﬁ ru: into difTicuitles
with imsigrauts already io Henlls whe, moved be nabarsl lzsulsesd,
whiek we all understand wsud sven sdptre, arc 8o 1.gistent in abtumoting
to nely membsrs of thely festly to follow thew bers, Deszite the ’
sppeal sude Lo our ewstions, we must sudesvor st &il Tizes $0 spine
toln & ¢audious snd practicel éﬁté%ﬁﬁa, resembering sur sorvel snd
perhavs legul obligation ¥o the Pnilispine povesument the no Jenish
refuges shail hocone & yabiﬁc chinrge. Hp shall Saws &0 e resolute
ﬁ# sur refussl to reconsend viess whera e awe not ressonably sure
that the applicant osn saintaln hinself and the desendwta for shos
he is interceding. PFurthermore, wa have o Eewr in =i-4 fhet sl
sesitions and smployments held by rofugess swei, sibhout oxception,
e deened of & tewmparary nslture. Tide lees gonsidevstios ariass
fron the faot, siresdy noted in this ropord, namwely, that the newly
aroused and rantdly grosing sestident of sationslisn, alraaﬁ?<y&kaa
it 4if¥ioult for employess 6 bhire end retnio refugees and a3 sowmo
fatore Sinme say make 1t Innusbent 0 them to dischurgs refugses
alreusdy essloyed. How fay tide sovenent ney go, theres 10 zo wayAﬁf
deterniniug, an&.it #ill b» wize to proceesd oo the masuspdion Lhst
amployment held by uny refuges should be cousldersd as of & tempurary
Babure.
FIRANCTAL

is monbers of the feurd of Dirsutors, rau sre femlise

®ith the finsmeisl sspact of the Cozmirtee's work tirgugh dur w@a%tly



:in roausrds, which are oonsiled with extreome Seiail. Powsver, I should
1ike to iaviite your stbontion L0 ceotain Tigzurss {takea from our
statement of Hereh 31, 1948).

Tobel lsasned (To date)

Al
Esintanance o R% G06.83 '
Fusiness B, 905416
fisyaynente (to dase)
Huintonance fr 1B,271.1%
Businoss 1,755 56 g
e
ﬁﬁ It should be borue in sind that all funds isscusd foy
@ nuintenance are deesed loans to Do reysid when the roveivay ip

gainfuily pusloyed. This not sply sepves Yo zive zowe sssurance of
reapayzeat, but aslsc Sends to rressrve morsle. In ¢hoory, ws glive
0o BAney, WS coly 2anke ossh WAVENCLS.

Froz the sbove date L6 ¢an Be seen that we have ssaizted
& lsrge oumber of esigres, sithar o seinkeln theonselves until they
souid beeane self-sustsiniog or until they couid eateblish susil

mzingss eateryrises,. Bafficlent 1ine has sBot elassed Lo perals

the redipiantpy of our fissneial wid to nake pubetanblzl ré;agnﬁnma;
and while, io Zoue k808, we have enemubersd registanne in shbelining
roparmenty, on Yhe whole it 14 pleasing %0 rezort the wiiling desire
wn the rart of the eaigrey to repay thelr lowns ze guickly as 1
conaistent with thetr Fisanciel condition. In this ecupnention, 1%
shouald be boras 1n mind that, slsoe pagssye movey Lo assial relatives
to cone to thlz apuntry must aow be pald in gold currengy, those

who zesurs SWCH Yisa pecosmendstions, 1u wmany cezns use thely Tands
to surahese sagsegs which preveass thon £ros roparing thelr iloans

Lo 18,
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# grestdaredion af She A0UTDeE OfF O IHIOUW PeTeSle

interesting infommiion.

fumsie reised 'Mns.l}.g- _ 14
Froz Jenery 1st, 18558 to Barch Xlat, 1040) : i
Fiedges @ B3,0iE.E0 e
Dosations 520,50 L
Poes snd contributizuss in y
eunnention with visas 18,1281.71 { ;
Funds from Hee Tork- [
duint Mistribution Lonsittee § 40,000.00 [
Befuges Booooris Corpopmtion § 54,000.060 j /
1
Balange of theps Muuds on hante ‘ [
Jelas HMetribution Louwsitice P 85,583,854 ! / ‘
Befures Doonomic Corporation # 885,104.58 / { ;
I !
These figures confirm my stalesent eariier in this / i

report, o the elfect thet without the bely oF the two grest j i
sresuirzabions our work zouid bhove been of & murh less elsbarste

BELUDDe ]

I ax silecsed $o repurt thst bobth Lthe iserican snd

FRilizsine goverancsts davz agresed 18 sricoipie to & rezelilemant

grafect In Hinfemao for 10,000 refugee Aingigrants. The hefugse
Hosnsuic Lorporstisn mede possible & thorough aud exheustive SUPYEY
by & Rizhly conqetent consifitse of lands desirable for Borspeczs
eslosizetion. This sownities foberaized ups Fracts loosted in
the Provines of Sukidoon, Hindsnuo.

Sppotistisas with goverosest sniities necessarily
izwslyves long delszys. Shis Las boso the oconditlon which we have
eoue Shroogh. Sut I ex haooy to stete Bhet % & oonference this
ek, wil differesces wers irvened Sut and That contrseols for ell
1ends omier optisn $o g snd sontrasis for ke utilliasiion of thess

ipnds wiil be Terzisntsd pithin o fox S578.
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Spgs spaject, mhes in speretion, should msrk ane of the
grect milestoues In the Kistory of ithe meseitlenest of ouy oke-
religionigts, necessitebed by She terridis Disspors of the Twsniletk
Lontiurye

Bsfore clogling, I wishk o tate thiz sppastunity to sxaress
we thesks to the mesbhers of sty Bourd of Mragtors, sbo have &9
villingly offered thelr tive sl services; e o our Bxecutive
Ooumitice wheke nanbers hsve mever fniled to sserifice thelr tine
snd enersy o be sresent &t Sur loug seeily sowfersssos sud on
mrperost 2ther scesusions, aesensitated Ly (e pressure of izporiang
mitters. &ls0 I wish 4% thamk our sialf snd the iadies of the
Mimry Asgosiction, whe have done & prest fesl lowsrd oeeting
the nests of the refagee families &nd their ohlidren snd olhareise
nelped o solwve Shelr fosmestic problisss.

¥y bsertfelt thawks aod spprecistios also go wﬁ to the
RePogee Beononic Corperation and $o the Joint Distrilutize Comittess
far tbelr meet belznful supsirte '

Fioully, snd serbuces sugt of all, I sast exiress @y
gratisude 3o Bhe Ley Umived Blates Figh Cammlissioners and their
wiufls, end Lo the Presidest 2f the PRilippine Compormeslih sud o
the nusersas losher Suscticnaries theree! Cris shon I sund 27 GO
sorEgrs hwwe sueh zmfailiag snd srepathetis mIup urt. ‘

I troet that the s&ye ssesure of suppert =113 coobi:we
2 te given by ail $to wr Wrother, Ey. Herbert &, Fyisder, ®lo
sunsasdis 3o in the presidency of this sonmitiee

Besseetlully yours
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